Germany Advises Immediate War
on our part" (these words are underlined in the original)
"against Serbia as the best and most radical solution of
our difficulties in the Balkans, From the international
point of view, he considers the present moment the most
favourable."(ii)
Government circles in Germany were therefore pre-
pared for strong measures, with all the consequences they
might entail William II felt that there was nothing more
to be done but await events without sounding an alarm;
and for his own part, on Bethmann-Hollweg's advice he
set out on his cruise, since he could of course keep in
dose touch with the development of the situation.
Austria's appeal for German support had succeeded
so completely that the German Emperor had given an
absolute undertaking, and had even emphasized the scope
of it by his urgent advice that the pace be forced, and
that advantage be promptly taken of the exceptional
circumstances which presented themselves* On July 5th
William II, holding the fate of Austria and Serbia ia his
hands, held also the fate of the peace of Europe. He
deliberately chose war. A few days after the conversa-
tions in Potsdam and Berlin the German ambassador in
Constantinople, Baron von Wangenheim (relying upon
what he had himself heard from Berlin about these con-
versations), was in a position to say to his Italian colleague:
"It is war."(*2)
The same conclusion was formulated by a witness*
Count Hoyos, who was himself to some extent an active
participant. "I consider it my duty," he wrote, "to declare
that in Berlin Count Szogyeny and myself both received
the impression that the German Government was in
favour of immediate offensive action on our part against